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Robi.risori Je#ers, 4 vols., ed. Tim Hunt. Los Ange-
Jes Tt.mes 29 0ct. 2ooo: 1, 6-8.

Puzzling  review  by  an  award-winning  nature
writer. Wallace divides his review into four parts.
The  first  discusses  Jeffers's  ``inhumanism";  the
second affirms that Jeffers "succeeded in reclaim-
ing power and reality for poetry''; the third offers
biographical  background,  asserting  that  Jeffers
mighthaveexploredmoreoftheworldfirst-hand;
and the fourth expands on this theme by arguing
that"Jeffers'svisionofnaturewasnotasprofound
as it might have been if he'd experienced more of
it." Wallace whtes that "it is hard to see how any-
one can read Jeffers's best poetry and not perceive
greatness." Yet some of the poetry, he laments, is
flawed by Jeffers's detachment:  "Nature for him
was surf, cliffs, redwoods and hawks-not sloughs,
soil, coyote bush and wren tits." Wallace seems to
feel that Jeffers could be a first-rate poet, despite
being a second-rate naturalist.

Leithauser, Brad. ``Staring Out to Sea." Rev. of r7ie
SelectedpoetryofRobinsonJeffiers,ed.T±mHuut.
N.y. Ti.mes Book Reut.euJ 22 July 2ool: sec. 7: 14.

Mostly negative  review of Jeffers's work by a
poet and novelist. Leithauser concedes that "Jef-
fers  is  rare  among American poets  in  inspiring
what might be called a geographic loyalty: a read-
ershipwhosedevotionisrootedintheappealsofa
specific place." But Leithauser feels that Jeffers is
"hamstrung" by his "determination to sermonize,"

and that he is too much a misanthropist in his ser-
mons,  comparing  him  unfavorably  to  Ambrose
Bierce,EvelynWaugh,evenJonathanSwift.Much
ofJeffers'sbestwork,accordingtoLeithauser,was
published at about the same time as Tamar cnd
Ofher Poems, a work "of an unignorable urgency."
The work that followed, he seems to feel, has now
yieldedarepetitiousSeJecfedPoef7?/.
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Cokinos,  Christopher.  "Images  of Inhumanism."
iteN.OfTheselectedpoetryofRobinsonJeffers,ed.
Tim Hunt. Sc].erlce 9 Nov. 2ool: 1288-89.

EquivocalreviewofJeffers'sworkinamajorsci-
entific journal. Cokinos laments that half the vol-
ume  is  given  over  to  Jeffers's  narratives,  all  of
which he  apparently finds  equally execrable;  he
does  not  address  the  faults  of any  individually.
They are plodding, overwrought, portentous, and
one-dimensional in characterization. It is the lyric
poems that matter most, in their presentation of
Jeffers's "grand perspective on transhuman real-
ity, his nature imagery, and his views on science."
ThoughhefaultsJeffersforindulging"inlocaland
unnecessary moments of personification" and ex-
cessive romanticism, he admires the reach of his
mind when engaged by the natural world and the
cosmological time-frame.  "No  other poet has  so
emphatically  preached  the  saving  graces  of na-
ture, from galaxies to granite .... Freed from the
shackle of his narrative poems, he stands as the
preeminentAmericanpoetofnature,ecology,and
science."

Tto\rfu,Brett.BLev.o£TheSelectedPoetryOfRobin-
son Je#ers. Ed. Tim Hunt. Rat.7t Tort. 6.4 (Winter
2ool/02): 16-17.

Appreciative review noting Jeffers's anti-Mod-
ernism and affinity to Lawrence, his rejection of
technologyandofsecularhumanism,hispursuitof
humility and absorption in nature, his attempt to
reconcile evil yet storm with judgment upon his
species, his mysticism and religious awe, his iso-
lationism  and  uurepentant  feud  with jingoism.
Ralph  focuses  on  Jeffers's  themes  and  on  his
trenchant,  oracular  voice,  with  lesser  reflection
on his art and invention.

Simic, Charles. "Divine, Superfluous Beauty." Rev.
ot The Selected Poetry a,nd The Couected Poetry,
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fruitofthatpartnershipwhichJiminitiatedwasan
elegant  large-format  photo-album,  The  Wt.Jder
Shore,withsectionsdevotedtoeighttopographical
areas of California.  Photographs by Morley Baer
0)oth b/w and color), text by David Rains Wallace,
and foreword by Wallace Stegner (1984).

An  event titled "Remembering James  Robelt-
son" took place on 17 March 2oo2 at the Sam Fran-
cisco Public Library, featuring the stories of friends
and colleagues. Jim will be remembered by many
for the sterling address he gave as featured speak-
er at the annual Jeffers banquet which concluded
Jeffers Festival activities in October 2ooo.

ELLIOT WEISGARBER

Elliot Weisgarber, a life-long devotee of the poetry
of Robinson Jeffers and great friend of the Jeffers
community, has died at age 82 in Vancouver, B.C.
He was a musician and teacher and was best known
among  Jeffers  enthusiasts  as  the  composer  of
extraordinary musical settings for Jeffers's poetry.

Elliot was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, in
1919 and early exposure to great music led him to
his calling. He received his education at the famous
EastmanschoolofMusicinRochester,N.Y.,where
he completed his Bachelor's and Master's Degrees
in Composition and received his Performer's Cer-
tificate as a clarinetist. It was at Eastman that he
and his future wife betty (Beth) Setter discovered
Jeffers in a poetry class. He was so overwhelmed
when he first read the poem "Night" that he made
a conscious decision then and there to one day set
it to music. Some 4o years later it came to pass, in
a massive composition for chorus, baritone, string
quartet,  and  double  bass.  Among  other  Jeffers
poems he later set to music are "Divinely Superflu-
ous Beauty," "Natural Music," "The Place for No
Story,"  and ``Tor House." These were among the
nine songs with Jeffers texts featured in a memo-
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rable program at the 1997 Tor House Festival, by
two of his most dedicated and gifted interpreters,
soprano Erica Northcott and pianist Rena Sharon.
His late setting of ``Continent's End," which devel-
oped into a ma].or work, has not yet premiered.

In 196o Elliot received an opportunity to take up
residence on the continent's west coast himself in
the form of an offer to join the music faculty at the
University of British Columbia in Vancouver. He
had long held a deep interest in Asia which was
finally able to flower on the Pacific rim. He was to
spend much of the 196os involved in a profound
study of Japanese music which would resound in
his own composition for years to come. During the
'7os he toured the world giving lecture-recitals on

the "shakuhachi" (vertical bamboo flute), the study
of which had earned him a mastership in the pres-
tigious Kinko school in Japan.

In later years his composition returned him to
his American roots. In 1996/97 he composed "Col-
loquiesforFlute&Orchestra,"whichconsistsoftwo
movements, one an homage to the great American
composer  Howard  Hansom,  with  whom  he  had
studied at Eastman, and the other a fantasia on the
folksong "Shenandoah." Elliot passed away on 31
December 2ool after a year-long battle with con-
gestive heart failure.
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death. Waggoner thinks that Jeffers's world-view is limited because of this
predilection for scientific explanations, leading to the kind of "nihilistic pes-
simism" expressed in Joseph Wood Knitch's The Modern Temper, which, in
spiteofitstitle,isanearlypresentationofPost-Modernism.

This article is the beginning of a thoroughly negative assessment of Jeffers
whichWaggonerpresentsatgreaterlengthinhis17IeHeeJo/EJohl.in..Sci.ence
and Vc[[ttes in Modern Poer7i/, in which he states "Mr. Jeffers' verse seems to
me to confirm [Edwin drlington] Robinson's belief that in a universe of effi-
cientbutnofinalorformalcauses,neitherpoetrynorlifeitselfarefinallycon-
ceivable"(131).Asaresult,Jeffers'scharactersfailtohaveanemotionalimpact
onthereaderbecause,accordingtowaggonerinhislaterAmeri.carlpoefsfrom
the Puritcms to the Present..

Jeffers...seldomwhteswellwhenhewritesofpeople-neverwhenhewrites
of ordinary"sane"people-forhestartsbyassumingthatpeopJearenotulti-
mately"real."Theiractualexperiencethereforedoesnotinteresthim,except
as it provides the materials for allegorizing his philosophy. When he writes
well, his subject is nature, or man's fate viewed from nature's perspective.
(471-72)

Such a judgment seems based on an evaluation of Jeffers's presumed philo-
sophicalassumptionsratherthanthe"strain"andtestingtowhichheputthose
assumptionsinhispoetryandprose.AreviewofJeffers'sscientificreferences
shows that he often used them as a gateway ottf of the trap into which strict
rationalityledhim,andthat,aswillbeseenbelow,heundercuttheseassump-
tions with reminders that scientific accounts, no matter how closely reasoned,
arenecessarilyflawedaccountsoftruth.

After locating and categorizing Jeffers's scientific references, I checked the
ones about which I had questions with colleagues at the University of North
Texas, Professor Donald Smith, a botanist, and Professor Ray Sears, a physi-
cist.AlthoughJeffers'sknowledgeofscienceisatleastfortyyearsold,hewas
wronginonlyoneinstance,andhemayhavehadapoeticreasonforwritingas
he did, as will be seen below. In fact, after I presented a number of passages,
Professor Sears, who had never heard of Jeffers, said, "It sounds like this guy
has a good idea of what's going on."

AnexampleofJeffers'sscientificsophisticationishistreatmentofthedeath
ofthesun.Thenaiverealistassumesthatthesunwilluseupitsenergy,giveoff
lessheat,theearthwingrowcold,andlifewillend.PhysicistRaySearsaffirms
that the sun will die as a white dwarf after first going through the "red giant"
phase, which Jeffers describes in a number of poems (see quotations below
under Deaths and Re.ietoats oJthe Stars). As the sun uses up its mass in
heat, its density will lessen, and it will expand until its diameter swallows the
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tury, more careful scientific observations indicated that major changes may
haveoccurredbecauseofcatastrophicevents.Theasteroidwhichcrashedinto
theYucatanPeniusulainprehistorictimesmayhavesentadustcloudintothe
atmospherewhichdestroyedvegetationandhastenedtheendofthedinosaurs.
So when Jeffers says, "someday the coast will lose patience and dip / And be
clean"("Cawdor,"CP1:463),hisreferencetothepredictedbigcaliforniaearth-
quakeisbasedonscientificvalues,notSundaySupplementsensationalisin.

Jeffers is also tantalizingly close to describing DNA in a poem in which he
commentsonthepossibilitythatanegghaswithinitthestructureandorgani-
zationofthematureorganism("DeRerumVirtute,"CP3:4ol).Perhapsthisis
not as startling as it appears from hindsight. Everyone knew that the egg did
containsomesortofgeneticblueprint,butuntilWatsonandCrickdiscovered
the exact mechanism in 1953, no one knew what it was.

The scientists also had difficulty dealing with metaphor and fancy. Jeffers
describes death at the cellular level in a number of places, most notably twice
in "Cawdor," in which both Old Martial's and Hood Cawdor's deaths are de-
scribed thus ('see quotations below under Consciousness). Jeffers correctly
notes that at the time of the death of the central organism, most of the cells in
thebodyarestillalive,butafteraperiodoftime,receivingnofurtherelectrical
stimuli or chemical influx from the central nervous and circulatory systems,
they begin to separate into individual entities which dream their own dreams.
This description stopped the scientists, who professed to know nothing about
dreaming, but could only say that chemical activity had ceased. The descrip-
tions in "Cawdor" are notable in other ways as well: three deaths are described
in that poem, but while Martial's and Hood Cawdor's deaths are depicted in
biologicalterms,thethirddeath,thatofthecagedeagle,becomestheoccasion
foralengthyvisionofandcommentontheentirehistoryoftheearthfrompre-
historic times to the death of the main species, a panoply to which the eagle
reacts with indifference. In Jeffers's view, a vision such as that is reserved for
the noble wild predator, not the human beings who have so misunderstood
their place in the order of things.

ThesereferencesgiveusagoodideaofJeffers'sdualviewofscience.Onthe
one hand, the scientific view of the natural world is an aid to him. Jeffers sees
all nature as interrelated and human beings as only one small part of nature,
butthepartwhichhasaspecialkindofconsciousnesswhichcannotonlyper-
ceive,plan,andact,butalsocontemplateandjudge.Thereisafurthersplitin
hisviewofthisqualityofconsciousness;sometimeshestatesthatperhapsthe
role we play-to act as the eyes, ears, and recorders of all this experience, is a
proper one ("Sign-Post," CP 2:418). In other works and in other moods, he
regards consciousness as a strange aberration, like a disease. For example,
in discussing the phenomenon that led to the Big Bang theory of the origin of
the universe (see quotations below under Big Bang)-confronting the fact
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You [Una] are earth and air; you are in the beauty of the ocean
Andthegreatstreamingtriumphsofsundown;youarealiveandwellinthetenderyounggrassrejoicing
Whensoftrainfallsanni8ht,andlittlerosy-fleecedcloudsfloatonthedawn.-Ishallbewithyoupresently.
("Hungerfield," CP 3:397)

Ina.numberofpoemsJeffersdescribesnotjusttheunityofallthingsinthe
physicalworldbuttheinterconnectednessofallphenomena,includinghuman
thought, judgment, and emotion. These are poems in which Jeffers sees that
unitywithouthavingtouseascientificexplanationtojustifyormakeitunder-
standable. Freed from the blind alleys one encounters when treating rational-
ityasanendratherthanameans,havinggivenallthereasonedanswerstoall
theterriblequestions,heisabletoembracetheunityratherthanpresentitwith
ironyandskepticisminanattempttodisassociatehimselffromhumanity,with
its poor record of performance. These poems are among the favorites of Jef-
fers's readers-"Return" (CP 2:4og), "Love the Wild Swan" (CP 2:41o), "Sign-
Post" (CP 2:418), "Gray Weather" (CP 2:485), "The chswer" (CP 2:536), and
"OhLovelyRock"(CP2:546)-continuallyinvokedinconversations,meetings,

and whtings as touchstones.
Finally,infivepassages(seequotationsbelowunderScienceondMarJie-

maticsusjl4;etaphor),Jeffersremindsusthatevenscience,withitsremark-
able  discoveries,  its  explosion of knowledge,  is just a description,  not  the
description:"Scienceandmathematics/Runparalleltoreality,theysymbolize
it, they squint at it,/ They never touch it" ("What's the best life for a man?" CP
3:425).Jeffersobliquelymakesthispointinthepoem"1walkonmycliff"(CP
3:457),inwhichhemakestheonescientificreferencewhichappearstobeinac-
curate,hisdescriptionoftheformationofthemoonfromthePacificBasinasa
result of the gravitational tidal pull of a passing star. In an article about this
poem, "Truth, Myth, and `The Great Wound," Grant Hier points out that this
ideahadbeendiscreditedinthescientificcommunitylongbeforeJefferswrote
thepoem.Ifastarpassedneartheearth,itwoulddestroytheplanetbeforeit
would pull out material to make the moon. Hier comments,

Research into what the poet knew of the scientific discovery and theories of
his day points to the conclusion that Jeffers intentionally created his own
mythicscenario,onethatwasclearlyanimpossibility....Jefferstellsusout-
rightthatheisamythmaker,andsoisscience.Neitherthepoetnorthesci-
entistpossessesthe"truth";thebestbothcanhopeforissomeinumination
through myths and hypotheses. (44)

Thus "I walk on my cliff'' is scientific satire, a literal "cosmic joke." Jeffers
reminds us that no matter how powerful science and mathematics seem, they
are metaphors for the real, noumenal world, of which we see glimpses in Jef-

1o    Jeffersstudies    Fall2ooi



TT     ftioatii rtyquaps pun asoud pub Rliaod s.sjiaf f iai. uosu:}qoH

(949:g „aM o] aAI;D noA s[asunoD qons„) ,,... ure I q|t29p ltzau Mou pltzeq ]sn.I 9AI?H
S|t2uapt! |ngu!t2] at|L„ iq8noqi aq `poo|q pal 8uor}s ]o

uo!sngsut?Ii e axp| `pu!ul s!t| u! e|!| pug a®Iol ]o astzal®u! uappns I? i[aj pleMOH

(€9T:a

„aAVJSJEM„)  .uolsuei `uo!suei :sp!orfq] eqi ptlv .A|quneaqun uo!sue| et|i 8u!slel `ultzel}s-poo|q stu o|u|
uo[}eJoes }uatoqu J!aqi suo!sst!d aseq| u! Su!Jnod

`]ualt2dsut2Ii eurt2oeq sanssp peuroop s!q [pe j! st2 `sj{aupp| uMolq-p9] at|] uo pet|oled sputz[8 |tzuapv

ap]!( 3qi putur s!q u! i{(It3ap Mt2S aH

spun|O peoift:i{L pun |Duaapv

•ftiiaodpa}oa|ioos.SieFrar

lo sauln[oA pet|s!|qnd lno] islg at|i oi alt} seDuale]et|  .8up|t79ds s! Joi®BIt;ap
tz `Itzaddt: sHJt;u uo!|t3|onb II  :suoI|tz|onb xpo|q sB p3|t;all 9It? suo!|t3|onb |IV

.ItloHHL OIHILNHIDS t[O HONHIOS OL
SHONHHHHHH  S<SHHHHHf NOSNI80t[

•88-94Z; :(896T)

oT arnjDJaj.]T uDo.uaurv „.sle]]ef uosu!qoH |o lfu|aod 3q] putz eoue!os„ .
•o96T `d t!uroqt2p|o jo n :ueulloN

• ftl]aod uDc)uaurv uJapoM u} saTapA pun acua}oS :ulFTo|E| flo |aaH al|| .
•b86I `dn elf?1S tzutzIS!nor| :a8noH uo]t:8

•pe .^8r8 .}uasa+a qu} o] suD]unc| ati} tuorf siaoc| uDo}Jawv .HeAH `iouo88e^^
•TOOz; `OOOz; `T66T `686[ `886[ `dn plolut;]s :vD `plojut;is .s|OA

9 .\unH "±L .PE .Slaf f lap uoSu|qoH flo ftJlaoc| pa}oa||oo al|L .uosu±qoT8 `sieHa[
•o9-6z; :(966T [peH ry Jeululns) 96 ng  96 Ja]

|aismaNs*a#aruoso.Iqo2r{{..punoMlt?9JD9t||,,Put3`t|lJ{M`u}"L„.]ut}JD`Ja!H

C[HLID SXHOM

•ifuiaod q8noJt|] ut?o eM inq `coue!os Jo 4[[euo!|t?I q8noJt[| p[IOM aqu

o| }a8 |ouut3o eM .p|JOM at|i lou inq `p[IOM I? }noqu sn s|[ai e®ue!os ]o asn s{slal
-|ef .sn d[et| }ouutzo eouelos q®!qM qi!M uo!idcolad t} `pooislapun ut?qi laqpel

||al aq o| st?M 8ulurtzM s!H  .|unooot; ue i{|uo st?M-HJOM Stej!| SIt|-4!|eaJ ]o
|unocoe s!q u3Aa |t3q| „Jns |u!od |t: uetHOM et|L, u! sn peurt}M 9H .fu}9od s{sJaj



. . . the leonine adrenal glands poured their blind fury
Into his blood. . . ("Hungerfield" 3:38o)

Alternative fiife Forms

. . . I think about the rapid and furious lives in the sun . . .

They are animals, as we are. There are many other chemistries of animal life
Besides the slow oxidation of carbohydrates and amino-acids. ("Animals" 3 :364)

Alternative Univers es

It seemed to Barclay the cloud broke and he saw the stars,
Those of this swaml were many, but beyond them universe past universe
Flared to infinity, no end conceivable. Alien, alien, alien universes. ("The Women at Point Sur" 1:312)

"When have you considered the stars, what have you known of the streams in my soul,

And one lit point lost in the sky's eternity
A universe, millions of many-planeted sums, but another a universe
Of universes: they move in my mind . . . " ("The Women at Point Sur" 1:313)

Astronomg

``Therefore astronomy is the most noble science: is the most useless." ("The Double Axe: The Inhumanist"

3:291)

Man's world puffs up his mind, as a toad
Puffs himself up; the billion light-years cause a serene and wholesome deflation. ("Animula" 3 :42o)

I strain the mind to imagine distances
That are not in man's mind . . . ("Pleasures" 3:473)

There is nothing like astronomy to pull the stuff out of man,
His stupid dreams and red-rooster importance: let him count the star-swirls. ("The polar ice-caps are melt-

ing" 3:476)

We know the stars, hotter and more fatal than earth; we have learned lately the fire-wheel galaxies,
Infinite in number or all but infinite, among which our great sun's galaxy's
Flight is as a gnat's, one grain of sand in the Sahara: it is necessary to stretch our minds
To these dimensions . . . ("Not Solid Earth" 4:538)
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Are organized on one pattern, the eternal roundabout, the heavy nucleus and whirling electrons, the
leashed

And panting runners going nowhere; frustrated flight, unrelieved strain, endless return-all-all-
The eternal firewheel." ("I'he Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3 : 269-7o)

There is another nature of fire; not the same fire,
But the fire's father: "Holy, holy, holy,"
Sing the angels of the sun, pouring out power
On the lands and the planets; but it's no holier
Than a fire in a hut, it is another chemistry,
More primitive, more powerful, more universal, power's peak,
The fire of the sun and stars and the pale sheet-fire
Of a far-off nebula, a mist-fleck at midnight
In the infinite sky; a sworl of a million million suns, dragging their satellites
Like dark women by the hair
Through the wild acre.

It is with this kind of fire
Our people are playing tricks and will blast their enemies. ("Fire" 3:367)

.  .  . and the powers that make the atom put into service .  .  .  ("The
World's Wonders" 3 :370)

Therehavebeentwo,therewiubeathird,tobefoughtwithwhatweapons?Thesethatwetestandstock-pne.
And every test makes the earth
At such and such a place uninhabitable. ("The Beautiful Captive" 3:428)

. . . for now we have taken
The primal powers, creation and annihilation; we make new elements, such as God never saw,
We can explode atoms and annul the fragments, nothing left but pure energy, we shall use it
In peace and war . . . ("Passenger Pigeons" 3:436)

For fifty thousand years man has been dreaming of powers
Unnatural to him: to fly like the eagles-this groundling! -to breathe under the seas, to voyage to the moon,
To launch like the sky-god intolerable thunder-bolts: now he has got them.
Howlittlehelooks,howdesperatelyscaredandexcited,likeapoisonousinsectandnoGodpitieshim.("For

fifty thousand years" 3:482)

The  great work in  science  was  done by men working  alone:-Copernicus,
Leeuwenhoek, Darwin; Newton and Einstein, in youth, when they did their
work. The great theorists of atomic structure worked as individuals; only when
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The bone vessel where all the nerves had met
For counsel while they were living, and the acts and thoughts
Been formed, was burst open, its gray and white jellies
Flung on the stones like liquor fi.om a broken flask,
Mixed with some streamers of blood.

The vivid consciousness
That waking or dreaming, its twenty years, infallibly
Felt itself unitary, was now divided:
Like the dispersion of a broken hive: the brain-cells
And rent fragments of cells finding
After their communal festival of life particular deaths.
In their deaths they dreamed a moment, the unspent chemistry
Of life resolving its powers; some in the cold star-gleam,
Some in the cooling darkness in the crushed skull.
But shine and shade were indifferent to them, their dreams
Determined by temperatures, access of air,
Wetness or drying, as the work of the autolytic
Enzylnes of the last hunger hasted or failed. ("Cawdor" 1:479-48o)

After a time of darkness
The dreams that follow upon death came and subsided, like fibrillar twitchings
Of the nerves unorganizing themselves; and some of the small dreams were delightful and some slight

miseries,
But  nothing intense;  then  consciousness wandered home from the  cell to the  molecule, was  utterly

dissolved and changed . . . ("Margrave" 2:171)

. . . and under the thick brown hair and under the cunning sutures of the hollow bone the nerve-
cells

Withlockingfibrilsmadetheirownworldandlight,themultitudeofsmallrayedanimalsofonedescent
That make one mind, imagined . . . (``Thurso's Landing" 2:186)

. . .[His mind] shook a filament,
Thereadarkganglionfaintlyglowedforamomentandretumedtodarkness,apin-pointnexusofbrain-cells
Grewphosphorescentandfadedandfaintlyglowedagain;1ittlesuperfluitiesofmeaninglesschemistry;
Besides the tidal glowing and paling, and traffic-light rhythms
Of nerves that govern breathing and heart-beat, arteries and viscera.

About that time a small constellation
Of nerve-cells began to glow in the sleeper's brain . . .

. . . Some gland poured opium into the blood. ("Such Counsels You Gave to Me" 2:566-67)
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. . . the enormous rhythm of the stars' deaths
And fierce renewals. . . ("Point Pinos and Point Lobos" 1:97)

Short-lived as grass the stars quicken in the nebula and dry in their summer, they spiral
Blind up space, scattered black seeds of a future; nothing lives long, the whole sky's
Recurrences tick the seconds of the hours of the ages of the gulf before birth, and the gulf
After death is like dated . . . ("The Treasure" 1:1o2)

. . . [Y]ou Night will resume
The stars in your time. ("Night" 1: 115)

I seem to have stood a long time and watched the stars pass.
They also shall perish I believe.
Here to-day, gone to-moITow, desperate wee galaxies
Scattering themselves and shining their substance away
Like a passionate thought. It is very well ordered. ("Margrave" 2 : 171)

Time will come no doubt
When the sun too shall die; the planets will freeze, and the air on them; frozen gases, white flakes of air
Will be the dust: which no wind will ever stir: this very dust in dim starlight glistening
Is dead wind, the white corpse of wind.
Also the galaxy will die; the glitter of the Milky Way, our universe, all the stars that have names are dead.

("The Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3:261)

He felt in his mind the vast boiling globes
Of the innumerable stars redden to a deadly starset; their ancient power and glory were darkened . . . ("The

Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3 :293)

The heroic stars spending themselves,
Coining their very flesh into bullets for the lost battle,
They must burn out at length like used candles;
And Mother Night will weep in her triumph, taking home her heroes. ("The Epic Stars" 3:466)

The trance
Was changed again, a reddening wane of sun
Alternated with brighter and chillier stars
About the lessening ocean, men built forts
No longer against each other but against
The invisible invasion and thick frost
From beyond the world. ("Shells" 4:Sol)
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It is scene two act four of the tragic farce The Political Animal. Its hero reaches his apogee
chdravagesthewholeplanet;noteventheinsects,onlyperhapsbacteria,wereeversopowerful.("Fourth

Act" 3:113)

. . . Peeled apes teetering on their back legs . . . ("The Double Axe: The Love and the Hate" 3:238)

. . . an absurd ape drops from a tree
And for a time rules the earth. ("The Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3:276)

"1'11 be a stone at the bottom of the sea, or any bush on the mountain,

But not this ghost-ridden blood-and-bone-thing, civil war on two legs and the stars' contempt, this walking
farce,

This ape, this-denatured ape, this-citizen-" ("The Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3: 282)

"Theyellowpuma,theflightymourning-doveandfleckedhawk,yesandtherattlesnake

Are in the nature of things; they are noble and beautiful
As the rocks and the grass:-not this grim ape
Although it loves you." (``The Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3:289)

Indeed it is hard to see beauty
Inanyoftheactsofman:butthatmeanstheactsofasickmicrobe
On a satellite of a dust-grain twirled in a whirlwind
In the world of stars .... ("De Rerum Virtute" 3:4o2)

[Scientificaccountofthedevelopmentoftheuniverseandlife,endingwithour
mission as the bearer of consciousness-we may yet grow into this role.] ("The
unformed volcanic earth, a female thing" 3 : 43o-34)

Our cells remember the sea-salt of their origin, and the turns of the sea-tides.
("Preface" ["Continent's End"?I 4: 375)

Neither were the sun nor the stars created,
Butgrewfromwhatgrewbefore.("I-ookAIIAroundYou"4:53o)

Expanding Unluerse

The learned astronomer
Analyzing the light of most remote star-swirls
Has found them-or a trick of distance deludes his prism-
AIl at incredible speeds fleeing outward from ours.
I thought, no doubt they are fleeing the contagion
Of consciousness that infects this corner of space. ("Margrave" 2: 161)
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Heal)u Water

Leaping is not my life nor flashing myjoy.

Heavy water perhaps-that grave and famous
Allotrope-a cubic inch of heavy water,
In all the laughing and shrieking glee, cold and separate. ("AIlotropic Man" 4:532)

IceAge

Or let's observe the shrinkage of glaciers.
From the poles and the peaks:
Thepolesarethawing-Siberiawillsoonbeallwineandroses.-Yes?-Beadvised.Layincoalandcordwood
For the new ice-age. ("The Urchin" 3:415)

[Poem on melting ice-caps and rising seas.] ("The polar ice-caps are melting"
3:476)

Mendelian Genetie Theory

He smiled in himself
Thinking about the scrap of Mendelian theory
Picked up in high-school: blue eyes recessive, brown dominant:
Therefore blue-eyed parents cannot produce
A dark-eyed child, the dark-eyed-producing element
Is lacking in them. If it were present in either,
That one would be dark-eyed, for dark eyes are dominant. ("Such Counsels You Gave to Me" 2:568)

Meteor Shou)er

It was like the glittering night last October
When the earth swam through a comet's tail, and fiery serpents
Filled half of heaven. ("The Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3 : 283

Moon Formation

[Entire poem about the theory of the formation of the moon from a passing
star.] ("I walk on my cliff above the Pacific Ocean" 3:457)

[Entire poem about the theory that the moon was born from the close passage
of a star.] ("At the near approach of a star" 3:458)
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RoleOfScieneeinHumanfifie

[Entire poem about humankind's destructiveness and inability to control its
knowledge.] ("Science" 1: 113)

Science, that makes wheels turn, cities grow,
Moribund people live on, playthings increase,
But has fallen from hope to confusion at her own business
Of understanding the nature of things . . . ("Triad" 2:3og)

TheimmensevulgaritiesofmisappliedscienceanddecayingChristianity...("PrescriptionofpainfulEnds"
3:14)

Radar and rocket-plane, the applications of chemistry, the tricks of physics: new cunning rather
Than new science: but they work. ("Staggering Back Toward Life" 3 : 135)

Cattle in the slaughter-pens, laboratory dogs
Slowly tortured to death . . . ("The King of Beasts" 3:138)

[Entire poem on science; since morality is running backwards, science would
have to be given back to the witch doctors.] ("Curb Science?" 3:199)

"Science is not to serve but to know. Science is for itself its own value, it is not for man . . ." ("The Double

Axe: The Inhumanist" 3:291)

"Science is an adoration; a kind of worship." ("The Double Axe: The Inhumanist" 3:292)

You watched the sabre-tooth tigers
Develop those huge fangs, unnecessary as our sciences . . . ("Passenger Pigeons" 3:437)

. . . the human people are only symbolic interpreters-
So let them live or die. They may in fact
Die rather quickly, if the great manners of death dreamed up
In the laboratories work well. ("Old age hath clawed me with his scaly clutch" 3:484)

"Genius is sometimes derived from neurosis; that is, from some irreconcilable

strain in the mind, that activates its energies by wounding them; . . . and as we
look at fo-dru's scientific achievements and material power-is certainly a
geniusamongages.Andceltainlyabewilderedgeliius!(``ThemesinMypoems"
4:411)
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Howren said, "To hell with Kay."
Howard laughed and said, "How did you know it ionizes?
CN's the works." ("Such Counsels You Gave to Me" 2:572)

Howard sighed and strained his head back to ease the ache; it seemed localized
Between the atlas vertebra and the skull,
A factory of pain, distributing its over-production
Along the coronal suture. ("Such Counsels You Gave to Me" 2:58o)

. . . somatic cells . . . fruit-flies . . . ("Such Counsels You Gave to Me" 2:582)

. . . metastases of cancer
Had found the lungs. ("Hungerfleld" 3:379)

Soviet Space Dog

[Three versions of a poem about I.aika, the dog the Soviets sent into orbit.]
("The Dog in the Sky" 3:47o)

Urit3! Of Matter and Energy

Fish-scales of light? They drew together as they drifted away no path down the wild darkness; he saw
The webs of their rays made them one tissue, their rays that were their very substance and power filled

wholly
The space they were in, so that each one touched all, there was no division between them, no emptiness,

and each
Changed substance with all the others and became the others. It was dreadful to see
No space between them, no cave of peace nor no night of quietness, no blind spot nor no deaf heart, but the

tides
Of power and substance flood every cranny; no annihilation, no escape but change: it must endure itself
Forever. It has the strength to endure itself. We others, being faintly made of the dust of a grain of dust
Have been permitted to fool our patience asleep by inventing death. A poor comfort, he thought,
Yet better than none, the imaginary cavern, how we all come clamoring
To the gates of our great invention after few years.
Though a cheat, it works. ("The Loving Shepherdess" 2 :97)

"Does God exist?-No doubt of that," the old man says. "I'he cells of my old camel of a body,

Because they feel each other and are fitted together,-through nerves and blood feel each other,-all the little
animals

Are the one man: there is not an atom in all the universes
But feels every other atom; gravitation, electromagnetism, light, heat, and the other
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Hawk Tou)er Revisited

Edwin A. Cranston

Houses

House built of stone;
small panes, great heart and flame
listening all night to the moan
of sea, your lichened rock
seems nothing like the same
as hill-dry wood and blazing glass,
but winds will pass
and never mock
passions that sank like ghosts,
hungry and angry, legions of the lost,
into the joists, the beams, the stones
guarding the shore garden and the grass-dry hill of bones.

IIAC

ApilgrimagelastyeartoCalifomiatoattendasea-cliffweddingandfindagain
thegravesofafiiendandhiswifeinSonomabroughtmyownwifeandmealso
to Carmel on anotherjoumey into the deep past. Carmel is Jeffers country. We
wenttobeinthesameplacewherethepoetlivedfromlgl4tohisdeathinlg62,
to visit his home-and to find what making such a pilgrimage might mean.
Carmel retains a special character despite the vast changes that have over-
taken it since its days as an artist colony in the 189os,I or since Robinson and
Una Jeffers arrived there just as the First World War was beginning, or even
since my own first trip up the coast in 1954. As many-too many-have discov-
ered,Carmelisagoodplacetobe.Jeffers,whodidnotlovethecrowd,andwho
was a prophet if any poet ever was, lived to see what was happening and suf-
fered accordingly. The forest of pine and eucalypts he planted is mostly gone,
mostofhispropertysoldoffandbuiltup.ButTorHouseandHawkTowerhave
been saved from the wrecker's ball and are preserved under the protection of
the U.S. government (what an irony, considering Jeffers's political views) and
the Tor House Foundation. The house, tower, and garden are now an enclave
ofaspecialpast-hauntedbytheghostsofagreatloveandaremorselesspower.
MywifeandlwerewelcomedtothatenclavebyAlexandFranvardamisofTor
House Foundation, an experience that coincided with the publication of the
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The atom to be split.

Tragedythatbreaksaman'sfaceandawhitefirefliesoutofit;visionthatfools
him

Out of his limits, desire that fools him out of his limits, unnatural crime, inhuman science,
Slit eyes in the mask; wild loves that leap over the walls of nature, the wild fence-vaulter science,
Useless intelligence of far stars, dim knowledge of the spinning demons that make an atom,
These break, these pierce, these deify, praising their God shrilly with fierce voices: not in a man's shape
He approves the praise, he that walks lightning-naked on the Pacific, that laces the sums with planets,
The heart of the atom with electrons: what is humanity in this cosmos? For him, the last
Least taint of a trace in the dregs of the solution; for itself, the mould to break away from, the coal
To break into fire, the atom to be split. (CP 1:189-9o)

Thispassageexcitedandchallengedme.Ittookseriouslytheimplicationsof
science in words that said what I felt all the would-be accommodators of sci-
ence and religion were avoiding-not to mention those who would reject sci-
ence itself. But at the same time, I was in the full tide of intoxication with the
humanism Jeffers rejects. The worlds of art,literature, and thought were just
then opening to me. The conflict has remained unresolved to this day. The
violence for which Jeffers's narratives are notorious, the stark dramas played
outagainstthesplendorsofthecosmosandthemajestyofthecalifomiacoast,
resonate with other matter in the great tradition-the unbelievable violence of
the JZI.ad, the cruelties and torment of Greek and Elizabethan drama, the re-
morselessnessofoldballads.Theyinfactbecomepartofthattradition.Butthat
tradition also includes the softer, sweeter, more merely "entertaining"  ele-
ments Jeffers liked to scorn-the antics of dancers, the music and writing and
art that warm the heart to (foolish, he would say) love of one's fellowman. Vol-
ume Four of the Collected Poetry allows one to see Jeffers leaching out of him-
self the  erotic  sweetness  of  a  poem  like  "Fauna,"  developing  fluency  in
traditional verse as he began to focus on his themes, and finally abandoning
rhymes, sonnets, regular meters for a new style. The Califomia coast from
Carmel south through the Big Sur was a world apart in the era before the coast
highway,aworldthatseemedcoevalwiththeelementsofnatureitself,andJef-
fers at first felt it would not change soon. He learned otherwise as the decades
passed, and some of his peculiar bitterness stems from anger at spoliation.2
This fed into his developing creed of humanity as "dregs of the solution." The
other formative-ordistorting-factorinhismaturedevelopmentwastheFirst
World War. There is evidence that Jeffers was tom by patriotic emotions in
conflict with his nascent isolationism and "Inhumanism."3 But by the war's
end, Jeffers was already disillusioned, if indeed he had any illusions to lose.
And he was embittered by America's involvement in quarrels he consistently
maintained were not its own. Jeffers's repetitive insistence on the cold eye and
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thinking ahead "a thousand years." Thus he should concern himself with the
permanent, disdaining the fashions and devices of the moment. I think he
believed his own verse qualified to be read long after more popular poets were
forgotten.Timewilltell-perhaps.But1feelastrangesenseofconfirmationof
this notion when I realize that the Japanese poetry that moves me most was
composed over a thousand years ago. In the ancient songs and in the first
anthology,the8th-centuryMan'u6shft,IfoundaworldthatJefferswouldrec-
ognizeandthat1recognizedasevocativeoftheworldhehimselfcreatedinhis
work.NotthatitincoxporatesascientificvisionoraNietzscheanthrustbeyond
goodandevil,butthesimplerand1thinkmorefundamentalelementsofman
in nature are there. Japan has its own "Big Sur" seacoast in the province of
lwami,anditswild,remotebeautyisrenderedinlinesbythegreatestofJapan's
earlypoets,KakinomotonoHitomaro,whosepoemscomefromtheendofthe
7thcentury.LikeJeffersatPointLobos,Hitomarodeemsthecoastpreciousfor
its rugged, untamed quality, and as being the home of a longed-for woman.
Waves, seaweed, and sinuous beauty combine to define this world apart. Jef-
fers first reached me through the stars, the galaxies, and I found the seacoast
only when I went to him. Once found, it became something I could find again
inHitomaroandundoubtedlycontributedtomyfondnessforthatpoet.Letme
quote some lines in translation.

Man'g/6sJltill:131

All along this reach
Of the wild, whale-hunting sea,
Bearing down on the rocks

That bristle there on Nikitazu's strand,
Glistening green gems

Of seaweed, seaweed from the offing,
Come driven by the wind

That leaps like wings of morning,
Come carried by the waves

That leap like wings of evening;
And like the jeweled weed

That slips and floats in the waves,
Riding in their embrace,

Was she in soft and yielding sleep
Whom I have left behind,

Helpless as a trace of dew or frost,
And come upon this road.

(W41:2o5)8
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are a far cry from the intensities of the scene between Orestes and Electra con-
cludingTlheTotuerBeyondrragec!u,orwhathappenstoTamarandLeeCauld-
well. The prince and princess do indeed die in their own tangle, however,
having violated Orestes's (and Jeffers's) advice to "fall in love outward."9

The savagery of the ballad informs many of the narratives of Jeffers. At the
end of his early poem "Storm as Deliverer," a tale of illicit love and murder that
later was worked into 77]e Women a£ Pot.7t£ Sttr, the guilty wife gets away scot-
free with her lover, who has arranged the murder of her husband and then
killed the killer. Afterward the pair live  as happily,  Jeffers would have us
believe, as most:

In filth of peace and brutish fury of war
Lives beauty which you fail to recognize
Because you are foolish people and have sick eyes.]° (CP 4:277)

ThiscommentonthetaleistypicalofJeffers.Earlierinthestory,thewifeopens
her cabin door to find her husband-whom she loathes-lying dead on the
doorstep. After being raped by the murderer and wounding him with her hus-
band's shotgun, she realizes that she should drag the body inside, or the brood
sows and young boars will be at it in the moming. This passage speaks with the
authentic, unflinching voice of the un-genteel singer of tales. I was reminded of
a song from ancient Japan about a similar feud between men over a woman.
Shibi, the winner, loses his life to the vengeful loser.

Nthonshoki 98
Then Kagehime, when she had gathered him up and buried him, and it was
finished, and she was about to start home, choking with grief, said, "Woe is
me! Today I have lost my beloved husband." And again, pouring out tears
of soITow, with heavy heart, she sang:
Aoni yoshi                                         In blue-earth

Nara no hasama ni                           Nara in a narrow cleft
Shishijimono                                     Like a wild beast

Mizuku hegomori                             In a dripping trench he hides,
M inasosoku                                       Water-streaming

Shibi no wakugo o                           Shibi the young lord-
Asarizu na inoko                                Do not root him up, young swine.11

The telling detail is there, though the wife in this version is not wicked.
The men and women who people Jeffers's California poems typically live on

isolated farms and homesteads, pursuing their irremediably independent and
ornery existences. In their dramas of love and death they may be ennobled by
thenatureamidstwhichtheylive,ormademorevileincontrasttoit.Inancient,
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Even if I were to live."
Gameflesh on a spit,

In the dark land 1'11 wait, she whispered,
Keeping this intent

As deep as water in a hidden marsh.
She sighed,

The darling girl, and went her way.
The Youth of Chinu

Saw her that night in a dream,
Clung to her,

Followed her where she went;
And, now left behind,

He, the Youth of Unai,
Gazed up to heaven,

Shouted, shrieked at the sky,
Stamped on the ground,

Gnashed his teeth in defiance,
And swore he'd not

Be bested by no more a man than he.
He slung on his sword,

Belting it tight at his hip,
And went to find them,

Following like a creeper of wild yam.
And so the kinfolk

Came together to decide:
That for long ages

They might stand as monuments,
That in distant years

The tale might still be told,
They raised a tomb

For the maiden in the middle,
And tombs for the youths

One on either side of her.
when I heard of it,

AIl the story of these graves,
Though I knew nothing

Of those times, I wept aloud,
As in mourning for the newly dead.

when on my travels
I pass by the barrow site
AtAshinoya,
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Someone had come,
Was standing by the metal gate:
In the dead of night

With no thought of what she did,
She went and kept her tryst. (WA 1:321-22)

Jeffers was drawn to just such simple types, such basic passions, in his most
characteristic work.  But upon them he exerts an unbearable pressure-the
"white fire flies out" when "they are fooled out of their limits." He is out to see

what happens  when passions  work themselves  out to  conclusions beyond
human control, thereby recouping humanity as reenacting cosmic violence. In
thisdramahefindsabeautylikethebumingofabillionsuns.Andyet,hemakes
the counter-argument as constantly: the viciousness of humans comes from
their  incestuous  obsessions.  Orestes  in  his  final  speech  in  ron/er Beyonc!
Tragedy enunciates the doctrine of casting aside humanity to "enter the ear-
lier fountain" of primal godhead, which is the cosmos itself.[2 It is plain to me
that the poet Jeffers was a tormented spirit claiming for himself a stone-like
stolidity, but utterly aware of the electron whirl in every atom within. His use
of early myth, legend, and history, and his search for primal types in contem-
porary life, were ways of coping with what clearly were agonizing angers and a
propheticdrivetoshaketheworldabouthimtoitsfoundations.Hebuiltastone
tower with his own hands, but he was not above the battle that is our life.

Hc[wk Tou)er

Rough stone tower,
you tear my shoulder,
shred my skin to blood
I would give your hawk,
heart-less though it left me
for aught else
save cold-stone
immolation of desire.

Stone-rough tower
innerkeepofunicorn
corbelled window chamber
sweetly fancied love
to whom the secret stair
wound in your hawk-wounded
heart . . .

38     Jeffiersstudies     Fal:I.2ooi
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